Grade 9 Science

Final Project

(Unit 1—Diversity of Living Things)
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Goal — Your task is to design a unique (not thought of before – as in the chimera in the drawing below) organism that incorporates as many physical (or even behavioural) adaptations from existing, extinct or imaginary organisms that allows it to reign supreme on planet Earth.  It does not have to totally dominate the planet but it does need to be successful enough that it can easily pass on its genes to following generations and does not need to worry about an assortment of predators eating it for dinner.

Your presentation must include answers to the following questions:

1.
Where does it live? Describe its home?

2.
When is it active?

3.
How does it move?

4.
How does it breathe?

5.
How does it get food?

6.
How does it eat?

7.
How does it defend itself?

8.
What senses does it have (i.e. smell, hearing etc?)?

9.
How does it grow?

10. How does it maintain its body temperature? (Cold / warm blooded?)

11. How does it reproduce?

Project A:
Poster

You will create a poster (11 X l7) that will contain a neatly drawn coloured picture of the organism covering 1/2 of the page and will also contain labelled adaptations. At the bottom of the poster, you must identify any special behavioural adaptations it may have. (Don’t forget to include your name(s), date and class on the top right corner of the poster.) 

OR

[image: image2.wmf]You will create a clay, paper mache, etc - 3D model of the organism that is at 20 to 30 cm in length and painted; it should be neat, well-detailed and professional looking. Remember to include your name, date and class on the model.

Marking Guide:

1.
Poster / 3D Model


/20

2.
Viability



/5

3.
Use of time



/10

4.
Materials



/10

5.
Presentation



/10

6.
Audience Etiquette



/10

Detailed, proper size, painted, coloured, etc)

(Could the organism exist with the adaptations chosen?)

(Is the group working quietly and effectively?)

(Required materials present when class starts??

(voice level, equal contribution, organized, addresses the above questions, one mark lost for each question not addressed)

(listens politely and attentively, asks appropriate questions at the end of the presentation, claps at the end)
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Late deductions = 10 marks off per day late

Total Mark 

/65
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